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Anthropological research on origin of t'zieh
Asghar Shirmohammadi®

Abstract

Ta'zieh is a ritual Sabihxani and "a type of drama" (Chelkowski, 9:1366). Recognition of the
origin of the Ta'zieh is the fundamental question of present research. In other words, the research
traced the factors of beginning of the Ta'zieh history (Reeves, 15:1386).

In this regard, the process of "qualitative study" of the fundamental question, is affected by
the approach of "archeology" by Michel Foucault, has started from the present time and to the
""zero time", the time when has not been any sign of Ta'zieh (either content or formal type).

Studying the process at the first surface level, the research has used “observation”,
"interview" and "documentary study" technique. And in depth layers, only documentary study has
been used.

The final result of the research affirms the ability of human mind in producing "idea" (Meta
representation) in relation with Iranian Socio — human environment represent how Ta'zieh's history
started.

Categories as beliefs, symbolic capital, social relations, socialization and economical
motivations; are contexts of diachronically continuance of t'ziyeh .as a whole it seems that the
motivation originated from the natural and social needs form the substructure of ta'zieh's
continuation factors.

Key wordsTa'zieh (either content or formal type), origin, need and motivation, idea (Meta
representation)

'M.A. in Anthropology, Islamic Azad University. Sciences and Research of Tehran.
This article extracted from master's thesis and advised byJalaluddinRafifar; Professor inFaculty of
social sciences —university of Tehran.
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